[Usefulness of biological markers in the diagnosis of invasive candidiasis].
The laboratory diagnosis of invasive candidiasis is based on the demonstration of tissue invasion by Candida, the culture of the fungus in specimens from sterile body sites and the detection of a number of biomarkers including some antibodies, mannan, beta-1,3-D-glucan and Candida DNA. Description and evaluation of results obtained in published studies on the usefulness of biomarkers in the diagnosis of invasive candidiasis. A search was performed in the PubMed/Medline database from the National Library of Medicine since January 2000 on the usefulness of biomarkers in the diagnosis of invasive candidiasis. Key words used included candidiasis, Candida, diagnosis, biomarkers, antigen, antibodies, DNA, mannan, and beta-1,3-D-glucan. Forty one papers dealing with the use of biomarkers in the diagnosis of invasive candidiasis were selected and evaluated, paying special attention to the sensitivity and specificity obtained with the tests used. Important advances are being reached in the use of biomarkers for the diagnosis of invasive candidiasis, and some of them are being used to start a preemptive therapy strategy.